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Purpose of Study 
In making this study, the writer had three purposes 
in view: First, to find some of the possibilities of using 
Negro students' autobiographies in a scientific description 
of family relationships; second, to study the association 
between certain family relationships as described in these 
autobiographies and to find whether some were more closely 
associated than others; and third, on the basis of the as­
sociations, to formulate rules or tentative standards for 
a successful family. 
Scope of Study 
The study included autobiographies from one hun­
dred twelve Prairie View Students, the majority of which 
came from Rural and Urban families of Texas. 
Method of Collecting Data 
The data were gathered from autobiographies of one 
hundred twelve college students in courses of Rural Sociolo­
gy, The Family, and Social Science. Each student was given 
an outline which was used as a guide in writing his life 
history. 
The data were transferred from the autobiographies 
to a schedule made up on the basis of the divisions most 
common In the life history. The schedule was arranged so 
that the degree of presence of each factor could be indi­
cated by much, medium, little, or not indicated. 
2 
Definition of Terms 
The family Is defined as that group which includes 
the husband and wife or a husband or a wife and their 
biological or legally adopted children. 1 
Poor means the income of a family from zero to 
three hundred and ninety nine dollars a year. 
Medium means the income of a family from four 
hundred to fourteen hundred and ninety nine dollars a year. 
Good means the income of a family from fifteen 
hundred to three thousand dollars a year. 
Anderson, W. A. - The Gomposition of the Rural Household, 




Background factors of one hundred twelve college 
students aa described In their autobiographies 
The one hundred twelve autobiographies Included 
forty three boys and sixty nine girls. 
TABLE 1. NUMBER OP CHILDREN IN 112 FAMILIES 
Number of 
JL. • VA 
Children Number of Families 
1 27 
2 19 





8 and more 13 
Table 1 shows number of children in 112 families. There 
were 27 families that had 1 child; 19 had 2 children; 
17 - 3; 15 - 4; 9 - 5; 7 - 6; 5-7; and 13 families had 
8 or more children. 
TABLE 2. EDUCATION OF PARENTS IN 112 FAMILIES 
Education Father Mother 
Did not attend school 4 0 
Elementary School 27 ! 25 
High School 24 30 
College 21 28 
Above College 5 1 
Not stated 31 28 
Table 2 shows Education of parents in 112 families. This 
table shows that the majority of fathers were in the ele-
4 
mentary school and the majority of mothers were in the 
high school. 
TABLE 3. OCCUPATION OF FATHERS OR HEADS 
IN 112 FAMILIES 
Occupations Number of Fathers or Heads 
Professions 22 
Business 19 
Common Labor 64 
Not Stated 7 
Table 3 shows occupations of Fathers or Heads in 112 fami­
lies. The majority of fathers were common laborers. 
TABLE 4. FINANCIAL-STANDING OF 112 FAMILIES 
i 




Table 4 shows the financial standing of 112 families. The 
majority of families were in medium standing. 
TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PARENTS DIVORCED OUT 
OF 112 FAMILIES 
Divorces Number 
Families 24 
Table 5 shows the number of parents divorced out of 112 
families. There were 24 divorced families. 
5 




Table 6 shows the number of parents dead. There were 17 
fathers and 16 mothers. 
6 
CHAPTER II 
FAMILY LIFE AS DESCRIBED BY ONE HUNDRED TWELVE COLLEGE 
STUDENTS IN THEIR AUTOBIOGRAPHIES 
Parental Relationships 
TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES HAVING THE 
VARIOUS PARENTAL RELATIONSHIPS PRESENT IN MUCH, 
Parental Relatloi t-
ships Families Percentage of Total 
Medi Lit Not Much Medi Lit Not Total 
Much um tie Ind um tie Ind Families 
Affection and co­ No. No. No. No. Pet Pet Pet Pet No. 
operation betweer 
88 8 112 parents 98 5 9 *• — 4 
Tension between 
112 parents 16 3 75 18 14 3 67 16 
Dominance of 
17 11 112 Father + 67 14 19 12 60 12 
Dominance of 
112 Mother + 72 15 13 12 60 13 12 11 
Consensus on 
10 112 discipline 14 17 70 11 13 15 62 
1 The terms much, medium, and little are used to express the 
degree to which various factors are present. Much indicates 
that the factor is usually present, medium that the factor 
is often present "but not characteristically so little that 
the factor is seldom if ever present. Not indicated means 
not mentioned. 
+ Each family is scored with either much, medium, or little 
dominance of father and mother. A family characterized by 
much father dominance and little mother dominance was 
checked under the item much father dominance and also little 
mother dominance. A family in which neither parent domi­
nated would be scored under little father dominance and 
also little mother dominance. Not indicated means neither 
was mentioned. 
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Table 7 shows number and percentage of families having the 
various parental relationships present in much, medium, 
little or not indicated. This table show that out of one 
hundred twelve families studied there existed much affec­
tion and cooperation in 88 per cent; 4 per cent medium and 
8 per cent little. 
The tension that occurred between the parents was 
14 per cent much; 3 per cent medium and 67 per cent little 
and 16 per cent were not indicated. 
The dominance of father and mother did not vary 
as 60 per cent each were much dominant. Twelve per cent 
medium of the fathers and 13 per cent of mothers. 
There were 13 per cent of families that had much 
interference on disciplinary measures. Fifteen per cent 
medium, 62 per cent little and 10 per cent not indicated. 
8 
RELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 8. PERCENTAGE OF MUCH, MEDIUM, LITTLE, AND NOT 
INDICATED PARTICIPATION IN RELIGIOUS ACTIVI­
TIES BY THE 112 FAMILIES 
Religious Activities Total Families 
Much Medium Little Not Indicated 
Entire family 1 
attends church 79 5 17 
Children attend 
church but not 
parents 7 1 2 90 
Parents attend 
church but not 
children 2 mm mm mm . 96 
One parent and chil­
dren attend church 4 
• 
1 1 94 
Family attended 
church when children 




vance In home. + 70 6 11 
A* 
13 
Decline of Religion 
+ 
21 3 56 20 
Does not mean that the family members attend as a body. 
The family is listed as much if all members attend, ir­
respective of whether they attend as a group or separately. 
Much religious observance in the home is here defined as 
state in which such religious activities as saying grace 
at meals; family prayer, family reading of the Bible, 
prohibition of certain activities on Sunday, are ac­
cepted practices In the home. 
Decline of religious observances in the home Is defined 
as the tendency to discontinue the act or practice of 
heeding or keeping with care certain religious activi­
ties in the home such as saying grace at meals, family 
reading of the Bible, prohibition of certain activities 
on Sunday, etc. This interpretation must be based upon 
the student's memory of the practices in the home when 
he was a child which may or not be accurate. 
9 
Table 8 shows the percentage of much,medium, little, and 
not indicated participation in religious activi­
ties by the families. 
It was found the entire family attended church 79 per cent 
much. Five per cent little and 17 per cent not indicated. 
Seven per cent children attended church much but not par­
ents. One per cent medium; 2 per cent little and 90 per cent 
not indicated. The parents that attended church but not 
children were 2 per cent much, none medium, 2 per cent 
little, and 96 per cent not indicated. 
One parent and children attended church 4 per cent 
much, 1 per cent medium, 1 per cent little and 94 per cent 
not mentioned. Family attended church when children were 
small were 13 per cent much, 2 per cent medium; 1 per cent 
little, and 84 per cent not indicated. 
The majority kept religious observances in the 
homes. Seventy per cent kept much observances. Six per cent 
medium; 11 per cent little; and 13 per cent not indicated. 
The majority of families had little inclination in the 
decline of religion. Twenty-one per cent much, 3 per cent 
medium, 56 per cent little and 20 per cent not indicated. 
10 
SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 9. PERCENTAGE OP FAMILIES WITH MUCH, MEDIUM, 
LITTLE AND NOT INDICATED PARTICIPATION IN 
IN THE VARIOUS SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Social Activities Percentage of total families parti­
cipating in social activities 
Much Medium Little Not indicated 
Parents attend social ' 
functions together 
Entertaining Friends 
and relatives in home 
Family celebrates 
birthdays and holidays 
Entertaining Friends 
in homes 
Family eats breakfast 
together 
Family eats dinner 
together 

































Table 9 shows the percentage of families with much, medium, 
little and not indicated participation in the various 
social activities. The majority of parents attended social 
functions together. Sixty-two per cent much, 4 per cent 
medium; 14 per cent little, and 20 per cent not mentioned. 
There were 64 per cent that entertained friends and rela­
tives much in their homes; 9 per cent medium; 12 per cent 
little and 15 per cent not indicated. 
11 
Families that celebrated birthdays and holidays 
were 69 per cent much, 11 per cent medium, 8 per cent 
little; and 12 per cent not indicated. 
There were 70 per cent that entertained friends 
in the home, much; 9 per cent, medium; 10 per cent, little; 
and 11 per cent not indicated. Families that ate breakfast 
and dinner together had one variation. Each being 87 per 
cent for much, 2 per cent for breakfast and 1 per cent for 
dinner, medium; 2 per cent each, little; 9 per cent not 
indicated. Ninety-one per cent of families ate supper to­
gether much; 2 per cent medium, and 7 per cent not indi­
cated. 
The majority attended many activities together. 
Eighty-one per cent much, 7 per cent medium, 2 per cent 
little and 10 per cent not indicated. 
12 
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 10. PERCENTAGE OP FAMILIES WHO HAD MUCH, MEDIUM, 
LITTLE OR NOT INDICATED VARIOUS PARENT-CHILD 
Perce ntage of Total Families 









Pet Pet Pet Pet No. 
Sex Instruction in home 36 17 47 112 
Discipline in home 72 13 5 8 112 
Administered by mother 61 10 13 16 112 
Administered by father 45 6 22 27 112 
Administered jointly 11 4 6 79 112 
Family counseling 10 4 8 78 112 
Child resented discipline 28 10 49 13 112 
Child felt wanted 77 5 13 5 112 
Child's attitude dominated 
by parents 31 2 65 2 112 
Supervision of child by 
father 50 12 27 11 112 
Supervision of child by 
mother 78 10 7 5 112 
Tension between mother 
and children 11 4 72 13 112 
Tension between father 
and children 7 6 63 23 112 
Children align with mother 7 3 33 57 112 
Children align with father 10 2 25 63 112 
Responsibility assumed by 
child 53 11 25 11 112 
Child resented responsibilj .ty 29 9 52 10 112 
13 
Table 10 shows percentage of families who had much, 
medium, little or not indicated in various 
parent-child relationships. 
There were 36 per cent of the one hundred twelve 
families that taught much sex instruction in the home. 
Seventeen per cent had medium instruction and 47 per cent 
had little instruction. The majority got their information 
concerning sex from other children. 
There were 72 per cent that had much discipline in 
the home; 13 per cent medium; 5 per cent little and 8 per 
cent not indicated. 
There were 61 per cent that had much administering 
by mothers, 10 per cent medium, 13 per cent little and 16 
per cent not indicated. There were 45 per cent fathers that 
had much administering, 6 per cent medium, 22 per cent lit­
tle and 27 per cent not indicated. 
There were 11 per cent of the families with much 
administering jointly, 4 per cent medium, 6 per cent little 
and 79 per cent not indicated. In the number of families 
studied 10 per cent had much family counseling, 4 per cent 
medium, 8 per cent little and 78 per cent not indicated. 
There were 28 per cent children that resented much disci­
pline, 10 per cent medium, 49 per cent little, and 13 per 
cent not indicated. 
Seventy-seven per cent of children felt that they 
were much wanted in the home; 5 per cent medium, 13 per 
cent little, and 5 per cent not indicated. There were 31 
per cent of the children's attitudes that were dominated 
14 
much by parents. Two per cent medium; 65 per cent little; 
and 2 per cent not Indicated. Fifty per cent of fathers 
had much supervision of children; 12 per cent medium, 
27 per cent little, 11 per cent not indicated. The mothers 
had the greater amount of supervision; 78 per cent had 
much, 10 per cent medium, 7 per cent little, and 5 per 
cent not indicated. 
There were 11 per cent of the families that had 
much tension between mothers and children; 4 per cent 
medium; 72 per cent little and 13 per cent not indicated. 
The tension that occurred between fathere and children 
was 7 per cent much, 6 per cent medium, 63 per cent little 
and 23 per cent not indicated. 
Only 7 per cent of children aligned much with 
mother, 3 per cent medium, 33 per cent little, and 57 per 
cent not indicated. Ten per cent aligned much with father, 
2 per cent medium, 25 per cent little and 63 per cent not 
indicated. 
Fifty-three per cent of the children had much re­
sponsibility, 11 per cent medium, 25 per cent little and 
11 per cent not indicated. 
There were only 29 per cent of children that re­
sented responsibility much, 9 per cent medium, 52 per 
cent little and 10 per cent not indicated. 
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PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 11. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES WHO HAD MUCH, MEDIUM, 
LITTLE AND NOT INDICATED OF THE VARIOUS 
STUDENTS ESTIMATION OF FAMILY 










Pet Pet Pet Pet 
Satisfied With Family 
Pattern 61 14 20 5 112 
Pattern of Parents' 
Family as basis for 
present family 63 9 18 10 112 
Student wishes to marry 76 5 6 13 112 
Student wishes to have 
children 63 7 12 17 112 
Attitude toward marriage 
dominated by parents 24 7 58 11 112 
Table 11 shows percentage of families who had much, medium, 
little and not indicated of the Various Student's 
Estimation of Family. 
There were 61 per cent of students that were much satis­
fied with family pattern, 14 per cent medium, 20 per cent 
little and 5 per cent not indicated. 
On the basis for present family, 63 per cent were 
much satisfied with their family pattern, 9 per cent me­
dium, 18 per cent little and 10 per cent not indicated. 
The majority of students wished to marry having 
76 per cent for much, 5 per cent medium, 6 per cent little 
and 13 per cent not indicated. 
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Sixty-three per cent of students wished to have 
children much, 7 per cent medium, 12 per cent little and 
17 per cent not mentioned. 
It was discovered that the attitude toward mar­
riage dominated by parents was 24 per cent much, 7 per 
cent medium, 58 per cent little, and 11 per cent not in­
dicated. 
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 12. PERCENTAGE OP FAMILIES WHO HAD MUCH, MEDIUM, 
LITTLE OR NOT INDICATED, HAPPY RELATIONS OF 
CHILD IN HOME 
Happy Relations of Percentage of Total Families Total 
Child in Home 





Pet Pet Pet Pet Mo. 
Happiness of Child 





Family Affection 83 10 5 2 
: 
112 
Confidence in Mother 88 4 1 7 112 
Confidence in Father 76 5 13 6 112 
Table 12 shows percentage of families who had much, medium, 
little, and not indicated happy relations of 
child in home. 
Seventy-nine per cent of students showed much hap­
piness in home; 10 per cent medium, 10 per cent little, 
and 1 per cent not indicated. 
Eighty-three per cent showed much family affection, 
10 per cent medium, 5 per cent little, and 2 per cent not 
17 
indicated. 
Eighty-eight per cent had much confidence in mothers; 
4 per cent medium, 1 per cent little, and 7 per cent not 
indicated. 
Seventy-six per cent had much confidence in fathers; 
5 per cent medium, 13 per cent little and 6 per cent not 
indicated. It was discovered that the students had more 
confidence in their mothers than fathers. 
CHILD-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
TABLE 13. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES WHO HAD MUCH, MEDIUM, 
LITTLE AND NOT INDICATED OF THE VARIOUS 
CHILD-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
Percentage of total families Total 
ChiId-ChiId 





Pet Pet Pet Pet No. 
Happy relations with 
"brothers and sisters 67 7 13 13 112 
Cooperation between 
brothers and sisters 64 ;• v ,0 19 112 
Children assisted 
each other financially 
in getting through 
school 24 12 27 37 112 
Child financed himself 
throughout college 
course 26 
| 1 5  
37 21 112 
Tensions between 
brothers and sisters 13 7 55 24 112 
Table 13 shows percentage of families who had much, medi­
um, little, and not indicated of various child-child rela-
18 
tionshlps. 
Sixty-seven per cent had much happy relations with 
brothers and sisters; 7 per cent medium; 13 per cent little 
and 13 per cent not indicated. 
There was much cooperation between brothers and 
sisters, 64 per cent much, 7 per cent medium, 10 per cent 
little, and 19 per cent not indicated. 
Most of the students assisted each other financial­
ly in school a little. There were 24 per cent much, 12 
per cent medium, 27 per cent little, 37 per cent not in­
dicated. 
The students that were financing themselves through 
college, the lowest, 15 per cent fell in medium, 26 per 
cent much, 37 per cent little and 21 per cent not indi­
cated. 
The tension that existed between brothers and 
sisters, the greatest amount fell in little which is 55 
per cent; 13 per cent much, 7 per cent medium, and 24 per 
cent not indicated. 
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SUCCESS OF FAMILY 
TABLE 14. PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES WHO HAD MUCH, MEDIUM, 





Percentage of Total . Families Total 
Much Medium Little 
Not 
Indicated Families 
Pet Pet Pet Pet No. 
Success of Family 77 12 10 1 112 
Family Solidarity 80 10 10 - 112 
Table 14 shows the percentage of families who had much, 
medium, and not indicated of family success and 
solidarity. 
There were 77 per cent with much family success, 
12 per cent medium, 10 per cent little, and 1 per cent 
not indicated. 
Eighty per cent had much family solidarity, 10 
per cent medium and 10 per cent little. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The study was an attempt to find out some of the 
possibilities of using students' autobiographies in a 
scientific description of Negro family relationships, and 
to investigate the association between selected family 
relationships. The data were obtained from the autobiog­
raphies of one hundred and twelve Prairie View College 
students. They were transferred from the autobiographies 
to a schedule made upon the basis of the divisions most 
common in the life histories. Before we can actually pre­
dict successful Negro families, more studies of this 
nature will have to be made. This attempt is merely a be­
ginning . 
On the whole, the material presented appears to 
be valuable for research. The student, generally talked 
freely, and no doubt told the truth about himself and his 
past and present associations with persons and objects, and 
the interactions between other members of his family. 
The majority of students seemed to have had a 
favorable background from the point of view of number of 
children, education of parents, occupations of fathers, 
financial standing, number of parents divorced and number 
of parents dead. 
The majority of these families apparently was 
normally adjusted, few tensions existed between members. 
The parental relationships can be described as that of 
affection and cooperation than by conflict and tension. 
22 
3. Much entertaining of friends and relatives in the home. 
4. Much entertaining of children's friends in the home. 
5. Husband and wife attend social functions together, 
6. High school education or more for parents. 
7. Much consensus of parents on discipline. 
8. Little dominance of the father in the home. 
9. Medium to much family counseling preferably much. 
10. Little to medium discipline in the home, preferably 
little. 
11. Medium supervision of children's activities by both 
parents. 
12. Medium to much confidence of the children in the 
parents, preferably much. 
CASE STUDIES OF SUCCESSFUL FAMILIES 
Mr. X, whose father was a high school principal, 
and mother was a primary instructor in the school of the 
urban center where he was reared. Mr. X was an only son 
and opportunities were quite favorable for him. He gradu­
ated from high school with honors at the age of seventeen, 
and completed his college training at the age of twenty-
one. Mr. X's father and mother had hoped he would become 
a professor, but he took the civil service examination and 
was offered a job as mail clerk. He accepted and after 
having worked for two years purchased a lot. While in 
college, he met a charming young lady who became his wife 
24 
This continued throughout high school. Two of the 
hoys finished high school together and they were sent to 
college. Two years later the other two boys finished, and 
r 
all were happy to be together again. During this year, one 
of the older boys secured a job, assisting the four in 
keeping spending change. The two boys finished college, and 
the other two are"in the finishing year. 
The father gave each an education, and he only 
expects each to earn for himself an independent living. 
The entire family attended many social activities together, 
as they were all members of various clubs, being eligible 
for a number of functions. 
CASE NUMBER 2 
Mr. Y was born in a rural community whose parents 
had a high school education. They owned a farm consisting 
of one hundred twenty acres of land. They had five chil­
dren, three boys and two girls, of which Mr. Y was the 
oldest. 
Their home was a comfortable plain structure with 
fair modern facilities, such as, delco-lights and running 
water. His father had an income averaging two thousand 
five hundred dollars a year. He had livestock, poultry, 
and other surroundings adding to the appearance of a pros­
perous farmer. 
They had a fair library, and had a daily newspaper 
with other Farm Journals of interest to the housewife. 
25 
After completing the consolidated, rural school. Mr. Y was 
sent to the state college where he completed an agricul­
tural course. His sister and brother also attended, his 
senior year in college. 
He secured a job as County Agent and assisted his 
father financially in schooling the other children of the 
family for two years. 
Two years later, he married a girl who had finished 
the rural school and had completed one year in college. 
They purchased a small lot in the county of which 
he supervised. 
The home was comfortably furnished, and a baby boy 
was born to them. 
There was much affection in the home, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Y took an active part in religious activities, being 
affiliated with the Baptist Church. They also attended 
social functions together, such as, football games, bas-
ket-ball games, movies, club affairs, and were outstanding 
leaders in community organizations. 
The father was less dominant in the home but was 
very positive in disciplinary measures. 
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